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Try	sorting	the	question	strips	based	on	
whether	they	promote	kids’	reasoning	
or	simply	require	them	to	perform	a	

task	to	get	an	answer.
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Answering	the	Unanswerable

A	shepherd	has	
125	sheep	and	5	
dogs	in	his	flock.		
How	old	is	the	
shepherd?

How	do	you	think	
kids	responded	to	
this	question?

Ruyesser	(1986)



Answering	the	Unanswerable

A	shepherd	has	
125	sheep	and	5	
dogs	in	his	flock.		
How	old	is	the	
shepherd?

78%	of	1st/2nd	graders	computed	
and	gave	a	numeric	answer.

– Ruesser	(1986)

84%	of	8th	graders	computed	and	
gave	a	numeric	answer.

– Kaplinsky	(2013)

75%	of	3rd	graders	computed	and	
gave	a	numeric	answer.

– Wiernicki	(2014)



Working	for	the	Answers



Working	for	the	Answers

Is	this	the	
answer?

What	about	
this?

How	about	
now?		Is	this	it?

Well	then	what	
is the	answer?


