
Welcome to

Talbott Springs  
Back to School Night





HCPSS Student Code of Conduct

We view the student code of conduct as a team effort. There 

are responsibilities for staff, students, families and our 

community. Let’s all do our part to make this year safe and 

successful for all!

https://www.hcpss.org/f/aboutus/student-handbook/student-code-of-conduct.pdf


Student Personal Device Use
• Personal devices may not be seen, heard, or be a 

distraction. 

• Smart watches may be worn during the student day. 

• Staff discretion is used on field trips.  

• School administrators may authorize use of a personal 
device in rare instances (mainly emergencies). 

• Personal laptops may be used for instructional activities in 
high school with teacher permission.

o 1st violation: Device is confiscated. Student picks up at end of the day.

o All other violations: Device is confiscated. Parent/guardian must pick up.

o Personal devices for assistive technology may be used as defined in an 
IEP/504/Health Plan.



HCPSS Emergency Communications

In the event of an unscheduled closing, information will be 

shared with the community through the following:

HCPSS status website (https://status.hcpss.org) 

HCPSS homepage (https://www.hcpss.org) 

HCPSS Status Information Hotline – 410-313-6666

HCPSS News email and text message

Full details online at

www.hcpss.org/emergency-closings

(or scan code with your phone's camera)

https://status.hcpss.org
https://www.hcpss.org
http://www.hcpss.org/emergency-closings


Receiving Emails and Texts

Utilizing contact information submitted through the Family 

File, parents and guardians automatically receive emails 

from HCPSS and our school.

To comply with FCC & wireless carrier requirements, 

parents/guardians must opt in one time to receiving text 

message alerts. To opt in or confirm sign up, text the word “YES” 

to 67587 from the mobile number on file in HCPSS Connect 

Family File.

Unsubscribing to either an HCPSS or school email, w ill remov e y ou 

from receiv ing all email messaging—including emergency  

notifications!

Please contact the front office if you believe you are not receiving emails 
and/or text messages.



School Communications

HCPSS offers a multitude of communications platforms.

From our school, you may receive messages from:

Phone Calls – The TSES main number is 410-313-6915. Please save this to 

your contacts to avoid phone calls being routed as "unknown callers."

Emails – Direct messages from staff to parents/guardians

are sent to parent/guardian email on file (contact our front office to update your 

email). All emails will come from an @hcpss.org address. Staff will never email 

from a personal email account. Please be vigilant when clicking on any links in 

and/or downloading files attached to emails.



School Communications, cont.

SchoolMessenger – Schoolwide messages (newsletters, alerts)

Email comes from the school; links may display as schoolmessenger

Texts come from 67587

TalkingPoints – Schoolwide messages; staff direct messages for two-way 

conversations

Sent via text to parent/guardian mobile number & received in language 

identified for parent/guardian in HCPSS Synergy

Option to use the TalkingPoints app, offering additional features

Canvas – Learning Management System (grades, course notifications, etc.)​

Email notifications will come from notifications@instructure.com. You can set 

your own notification preferences. A Parent's Guide to Canvas is available at 

​​https://hcpss.instructure.com/courses/9495​



2026-2027 Student Meals

DAILY MEAL PRICES

Student Breakfast

Breakfast – $2.20

Reduced Price Breakfast – $0.00 

Free Breakfast – $0.00

Student Lunch

Elementary School Lunch – $3.00

Middle/High School Lunch – $3.50

Reduced Price Lunch – $0.00 

Free Lunch – $0.00 

Milk (1/2 pint) – $0.60

Students whose families do not qualify for free or reduced 

priced lunch will be required to pay full price.



Step 1: Visit www.hcpss.org/farms/

Step 2: Click “Apply Online” to begin the online application process

Free and Reduced-Price Meals (FARMs)

http://www.hcpss.org/farms/


Qualifying families can receive free or reduced-cost:

Free and Reduced-Price Meals (FARMs)

• School meals

• Health insurance

• Howard Community 
College tuition

• SAT, ACT and AP exam fees

• Camps, sports, child care

• Many other benefits



Title I Schools

● Enhanced programs, services, 

and enrichment

● Family engagement 

opportunities 

● Title I Annual Meeting

● More info: 

www.hcpss.org/academics/ 

title-i-program/



Free and Reduce-Price Meals (FARMs)

How does filling out your FARMs form impact the 

school’s Title I eligibility?

● Determines Title I status 

● Complete the form by October 31 

FARMs Application & Title I Eligibility





Coming Soon! Look out for our 
2026-2027 Year at a Glance

This is a draft. Some dates still need to be finalized. Thank you!



The Ready to Read Act

Maryland's Ready to Read Act requires that students at risk for reading 

difficulty receive timely intervention.

Beginning with the 2026–2027 school year, HCPSS is putting 
this into practice through Student Reading Improvement Plans 
(SRIPs), in line with Maryland State Board of Education policy.

MSDE and HCPSS are committed to every student's early literacy success.
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Who Gets a Student Reading Improvement Plan?

Kindergarten through Grade 3 students with a DIBELS score of “Well Below”
receive a Student Reading Improvement Plan (SRIP), developed within 30 days 
of the assessment.

If your child has reading goals on an IEP, that plan takes the place of the SRIP.

A SRIP is a reading  plan designed to improve your child's reading skills 
through targeted instruction and support.
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What a SRIP Provides

Targeted Reading Instruction

✓ Progress Monitoring

A Goal Addressing Your Child's Learning Gap

♥ Ongoing Family Communication
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Communication

Home Connect Report

Shares your child's DIBELS results and skill-by-skill progress, three times a year.

? Notification Letter

If your child will have a SRIP, you'll get a letter by October 15, 2026.

♥
New This Year: Email

You will receive  an email from the school with the SRIP attached..

You'll also get ongoing updates from your child's classroom teacher or interventionist.
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How You Can Help and Resources

Ready to Read Act & MTSS Resources

● ELA in HCPSS https://www.hcpss.org/academics/english-language-
arts/

● Ready to Read Act details  
https://www.hcpss.org/academics/english-language-arts/ready-to-
read-act/

The best ways to help at home: read together every day, talk about what you read, 
and celebrate your child's progress — big and small.
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https://www.hcpss.org/academics/english-language-arts/
https://www.hcpss.org/academics/english-language-arts/ready-to-read-act/


21School Based Wellness Center

https://www.howardcountymd.gov/health/school-based-wellness-centers


Be Involved

Community Advisory 

Council

Special Education Citizens 

Advisory Committee



Thank you for coming!


